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1. Name

historic Muddy Creek Bridge

andior commop  Muddy Creek Bridge

2. Location.

street & number One mile north and three miles easgt of Douglass n/a not for publication
clty, town Douglass . .. vicinity of
H B J
state Kans as code 20 county Butler I B co_dé 15
3. Classification
Category ' Ownership Status Present Use
e Aigtrict X public X _occupled . AQFiCUliure museum
— hullding(s) ____. private — unoccupied — commercial NN o T 14 ¢
.. Structure —— both e WOEK in progress . @UCALIONA] —— Private residence
e SltE Public Acquisition Accessible e €DVRTTIAINMENY —— religious
——. object — in process e Y B8 rEStricted —— government e ScClentific
being considered —*£_ yes: unrestricted e INVERUSYiE X __ transportation
n/a S ; T+ — military —— other:

4. Owner of Property

name Butler County

street & number Butler County Courthouse

city, town E1l Dorado n/la_ vicinity of state Kansas

5. Location of Legal

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Reigster of Deeds

street & number Butler County Courthouse

clty, town El Dorado state  Kansas

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Survey of Historic Bridges—-—
tile Kansas Dept. of Transportation has this property been determined eligible? __._.yes _X_no

date 1980-83 . . federal X___state ____ county ___ local

depositcry for survey records Kansas State Historilcal SOCiety

city, town Topeka state Kansas




7. Description.

Condition Check one Check ene

—— @Xcellent — deteriorated X unaltered _%_ original site
— food — ruins —— altered — maoved date
X tair e UnEXpOsed

Pescribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

This bridge spans Muddy Creek one mile north and three miles east of Douglass, Kansas.
It is 66 feet long and 14.8 feet wide. The deck lies 12 feet above the water level.
The spandrel walls extend upward above the roadway to form a low railing. At one time
metal pipes were embedded in the concrete to form an additional railing. These no
longer exist.

Structurally, the bridge consists of a concrete arch reinforced by steel. The arch’
springs from and is disposed between reinforced concrete abutments.



e

8. Significance .

Period ' Areas of Significance—Check and justify helow

- prehistoric .. archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture _____ religion

e 14001488 ____ archeology-historic — Conservation — law . SCHENCE

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture — economics e Jiterature - SCUlpture

— 16001699 ____ architecture e Bucation e Tilitary : — social/

17001799 ... art % engineering — music © humanitarian

e 1800-1889 ___ commerce e @Xplaration/settiement . philosophy e, tHEBLET

—X 1800~ — communications - Industry i PONtICS/government X _ transportation
— invention — Other (specify)

Specific dates 1910 Builder/Architect ‘'R, R, Green, Contractor

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Muddy Creek bridge retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
feeling and association. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type and
method of construction no longer being used and may yield information important

to the history of engineering.

Bids for the bridge were let September 16, 1910 and by December 16, 1910 the
‘Walnut Valley Times was reporting that the bridge was well under way. To that
point the bridge, located at Metsker Crossing, had used up to 1100 sacks of cement.
That made a total of 150 cubic yards of concrete, The 12 to 15 men employed on
the project would require five to six weeks to complete,

Green had completed several contracts in Cowley county but this was his first
important one in Butler county and he was trying extra hard to do a good iob.

THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND IS SUBJECT T0 CHANGE.



9. Major Biblic yraphical References

"Bridge Contracts Let by the County Board," Walnut Valley Times, September 16, 1910, p. 1.
"Pribune Tells About Muddy Creek Bridge," Walnut Valley Times, December 16, 1910, p. 4.
"New Bridge on Muddy," Douglas Tribune, December 9, 1910, p. 1.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _Less than: one acre
Quadrangle name ._Gordon, Kansas Quadrangle scale 324,000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary descrlp&aon and justification

That property oncand over which the bridge is built mcludlng bridge stracture and
abutments NW% 518 T29S R4E, - ) SR

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/a

code county code

state c code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Larry Jochims, Research Historian and Michael Snell

organization Kansas State Historical Society date 2/20/85
street & number 120 WEst Tentb te[ephone (913) 29 6—29 73
city or town Topeka staie  Kansas

12. Stiate Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national X . state — local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665}, | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cerlify that it has been evaluated
according 1o the criterla and procedures set forth by the Natlonal Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title  Executive Director, Kansas State Historical Society date 3/4/85

For NPS use only
! hereby certlfy that this property ls Encluded in the National Register

date

Keeper of the Natlonaf Reglster

Attest - date
Chief of Regtstrat:on ' '
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